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Abstract: The article deals with the methodological aspects of the study of Taoist texts. The article 
considers the possibility of applying the structural-hermeneutic method of research of religious-
philosophical texts, developed by V. I. Rudoi and E. P. Ostrovskaya, to the study of late-Taoist synthetic 
works. As well as in Indian darshanas, in Taoism as a religious-philosophical system, more precisely a 
group of systems – schools and sub-schools of Taoism – there are three levels: doctrinal, psychotechnical, 
and logical-discursive. Like in the Indian systems, in China, psychotechnical experience also served as 
the primary basis of both religious ideological and philosophical reflection, although the direction of this 
experience was somewhat different from that typical of the spiritual culture of India. 

The article analyzes the peculiarities of the language of the late-Taoist texts of the School of Perfect 
Truth, using the example of the work “Long men xin fa”  (“The Law of Heart-Consciousness 
[according to the tradition of] Longmen”), which outlines the views of  Wang Changyue, the master of 
the Taoist school Quanzhen. In particular, using the example of fragments of this work, a syncretic / syn-
thetic language for describing the psychotechnical level of a religious system is considered. The late Tao-
ist text is arranged in such a way that it contains, in fact, three parallel religious languages – Buddhist, 
Confucian and Taoist proper. And we are talking not only about the language of the description of prac-
tices, but also about the practices themselves, or psychophysical techniques: the Taoists of the Quanzhen 
school not only used the language of Buddhists and Confucians, but also quite openly and consciously re-
lied on the corresponding psycho-technical traditions. The article includes fragments of “Lun men sin fa” 
in translation into Russian, illustrating the author's observations on the syncretic / synthetic language 
characteristic of the late-Taoist texts. 
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