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Abstract: The article contains two reports by a participant in the 11th (1830–1840) and head of the 
12th (1840–1849) Russian Ecclesiastical Mission in Beijing, Archimandrite Polycarp (Tugarinov), found 
in the Archives of Foreign Policy of the Russian Empire (Moscow). Both letters are dated “March 27, 
1847” (dated according to the then common in Russia Julian calendar, thus being April 8, according to 
the existing Gregorian calendar) and are addressed to the Asian Department of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Russian Empire. Archival documents in question present a copy of the originals with the 
visa of the Head of Ministery of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Empire, Karl Nesselrode (1780–1862) and 
the commentary by Emperor Nicholas I on June 26 of the same year (July 8 , according to the Gregorian 
calendar). The first report contains information on Archimandrite Polycarp’s preparations to establish 
links with Chinese Lifan Yuan officials in order to conclude a new trade agreement between the Russian 
and Qing Empires on the western border of China, later known as the Treaty of Kulja (1851). The second 
report contains various information about the situation in the Qing Empire. It also mentions the issue of 
shipping food from the southern provinces to Tianjin by private merchants from Shanghai. A significant 
part of the second report is devoted to following event: a Korean dignitary arrived to Beijing with a list of 
Korean Christians written in Latin. That list was planned to be transferred to the Russian Ecclesiastical 
mission in order to identify Koreans who professed Christianity, forbidden in Korea at that time. The 
latter, through the Chinese Catholics, managed to send to Beijing a letter asking Archimandrite Polycarp 
to translate the list in such a way as not to issue them to the Korean government. The text of this letter in 
Latin and its Russian translation is published herewith. Fortunately, neither Korean nor Chinese 
government have ever taken this list into consideration. The final part of the message mentions two 
French missionaries who secretly visited Mongolia and Tibet and were expelled from Lhasa to 
Guangzhou, namely Joseph Gabet and Évariste Régis Huc. The letters are published and commented for 
the first time. 
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25o die januarii 1847 

Excellentissime Princeps, 
 
Confidens in Excellentiae vestrae pietate ae humanitate, ego humilis mussionarius audeo ad 

vestram Excellentiam hanc epistolam dirigere, Eamque obsecrati ut clignetur illam benigne excipere. 
Luna quarta praesentis anni, Rex Coreae deprehendit unum missionarium indigenam cum octo 
chrustianis, illosque omnes enecavit. In navi in qua capti sunt repertus est unus Codex  inquo litteris 
Europaeis scripta sunt nomina multorum  Christianorum. Rex Coreae…53 hunc codicem Pekinum et 
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intendit rogare vestram Excellentatiam illum traducere in linguam sinicam ut postea possit morte 
plectere illos Christianos quibus nihil aliud exprobratur nisi quod vano non adorent simulacro. 
Dignetur Excellento vestro impedire, si fieri potest, ut tradu cetur ille Codex; dignetur misereri tot 
familiarum cujus janguis fundetur, et guae vestram supplicifer implorant Clementiam. 

 
Precor Deum ut Diu sospilem conservit vestram Excellentiam cujus jum 
Humillimuset reverentissimus servus 
Berneus missionarius apostolicus. 
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