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Abstract: In the 7th � 9th centuries, the dynasty of so-called �Turk Shahi� ruled a part of the 
territory of modern Afghanistan and Pakistan (Gandhara and Kabulistan regions). Due to the 
scarcity of archaeological data, as well as insufficient quantity of epigraphs, it is difficult to 
accurately determine the ethnic origin of the dynasty. More information can be gleaned from extant 
Indian, East Asian, Persian and Arabic written sources. In this work, we have attempted to collect 
data on the ethnic origin of this dynasty and focus on a previously unexplored source � a travelogue 
by a Buddhist monk Hyecho. Being a native of the Korean Peninsula, he studied in China, then 
went on a pilgrimage about 723 CE. His journey covered Central and Southern India, Kashmir, 
Gandhara, Bamyan, Tokharistan and many other places. Due to the absence of the beginning and 
end of this work, it is not possible to accurately determine the dates of the trip and its full route. 
Hyecho traveled throughout the subcontinent, returning to China by 728 CE. Leaving India through 
Gandhara, Hyecho found the Turk Shahi state there. His records are not always accurate, but his 
�Memoir of the Pilgrimage to the Five Indian Regions� is an important source on the religious and 
political situation in India and Central Asia in the early Middle Ages. The article also touches upon 
the issue of the religious affiliation of the Turk Shahi dynasty. According to the Hyecho records, they 
were ardent Buddhists, which was probably connected to the legitimization of their rule. 
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