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Abstract: The article attempts to analyze the transformation of the Republic of Korea�s policy in 
the Middle East during the administration of the current President Yoon Suk Yeol. First of all, there are 
substantial indications of the intensification of Seoul�s actions in this region and significant increase in 
cooperation between South Korea and the Middle Eastern countries, including such areas as nuclear 
energy, military-industrial complex, space industry, hydrogen energy. Secondly, there are increasingly 
bold attempts made by South Korean administration to pursue an independent (from the United States) 
foreign policy in the Middle East. In 2023, the thesis about �declining US involvement in the affairs of 
the Middle East� and �declining US influence� in the Maghreb countries appears in the Diplomatic 
White Paper. On the other hand, with the growth of Seoul�s ambitions, it is becoming clear where 
exactly the boundaries of the independence of Seoul�s policy lie, especially in areas where Korea�s 
economic interests run counter to the basic principles of the US policy, as exemplified by the relations 
with Iraq, Iran and Syria, and in the last year, with the traditional partner of South Korea � Saudi 
Arabia. The military involvement of the Republic of Korea in the affairs of the region is also increasing. 
Seoul is becoming an increasingly active participant in military missions of the US-led coalitions. The 
question of the extent of Seoul�s participation in Washington�s military initiatives arose again in 2024, 
after the start of the operation against the Houthis.
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