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DECOLONIZATION IN ASIA DURING THE EARLY COLD WAR ERA:
THE CASE OF VIETNAM, 1945-1954

Luong Thi Hongl

After the Second World War, two confrontation systems led by the United States and the Soviet Union
were established. The two superpowers played decisive roles that affected all international relations, involving
many regions and nations in a new form of war — the Cold War. Although it was called the ‘Cold War’, the
atmosphere of the world was not ‘cold’ at all. The local conflicts between the U.S. forces and the Soviet Union’s
allies happened in many regions. With the formation and competition between communism and capitalism,
Vietnam’s decolonization struggle was put into a spiral and affected by the profound influence of this context.
This article draws on Vietnamese official documents and materials to show that the process of decolonization
in Vietnam lasted longer and fiercer because of not only the French government’s determination to reestablish
its old colonial rule but also the Cold War. The fear of communism coverage throughout Asia and the world led
to the ballooned aid from Washington to the French army in Indochina during the 1950s. Meanwhile, China and
the Soviet Union provided military and economic assistance to Vietnam. The Vietnamese struggle for indepen-
dence became not only a centre of the Cold War in Asia but also the critical front worldwide and «hot» com-
petition to determine the result of the two rival ideological systems. The Cold War impacted the Anti-French
resistance in Vietnam, and by contrast, the Vietnamese struggle had a profound impact on France. During the
war in Indochina, the international image of France was damaged and the political situation was unstable. The
decolonization process, therefore, forced the Paris government into seeking solutions to stabilize the political
and economic situation as well as enhance its prestigious position and integrate into Europe.
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OTHOLUEHUSA, BOBNEKAA MHOTME PernoHbl U CTPaHbl B HOBYIO (DOPMY BOWHbI — XONOAHYIO BOWHY. XO0TA 3TO
1 Ha3bIBaNOCh «XOJIOAHOV BOMHO», aTMOCCepa Mypa BOBCE He Oblna «X00AHOM». JIoKanbHbIe KOHQTMKTbI MEXaY
Bovickamyn CLLU A n coto3Hukamm CoBeTckoro Coto3a MPOMCXOAMAN BO MHOTUX pernoHax. C hopmupoBaHmem
N KOHKYpeHUUel Mexay KOMMYHU3MOM M KanuTanm3moM 6opbba 3a AekoNoHM3aL Mo BoeTHama 3akpyTunach
no cnupann 1 Noasepriach rny6oKoMy BAMSHUIO 3TOF0 KOHTEKCTa. B gaHHO cTaTbe Ha OCHOBE BbETHAMCKMX
opunuManbHbIX AOKYMEHTOB WM MaTepuanos MOKa3aHo, YTO MpoLecc AeKoNoHMU3aLMn Bo BbeTHame anuscs
[OJbLUE U XecTye He TO/bKO M3-3a PelunuMoCcTy (ppaHLLy3CKOro npasmTeNibCTBA BOCCTAHOBUTL CBOE CTapoe
KONOHWanbHOe NpaB/fieHne, HO WU U3-3a XON0AHOW BOMHbLI. CTpax nepej OCBALLEHUEM KOMMYHM3Ma B A3nu
1N MUpE NPUBES K PE3KOMY YBETMYEHUIO MOMOLLM 13 BawMHITOHa opaHLy3CKoi apmumn B MHgoknTae B 1950-x
rogax. Tem BpemeHem Kutain n Cosetckmii CO03 0Ka3blBanv BOEHHYHO Y 3KOHOMMYECKYHO MOMOLLb BbeTHamy.
Bopb6a BbeTHaML,EB 3a HE3aBUCUMOCTb CTasa He TOJIbKO LLeHTPOM XO/04HON BOMHbI B A3MM, HO U peLlatoLnm
(bpOHTOM BO BCEM MMpE U «ropayei» KOHKypeHUUeid, 4Tobbl onpeseNiTb pesynbTaT ABYX CONEPHUYAIOLLMNX
N4e0NOrNYecKUX CUCTeM. X0N04Has BOViHA NOBNMANA Ha aHTU(paHLy3CKoe CONPOTUB/EHME BO BbeTHame,
N, HaNpPOTWB, BbeTHaMCKas 60pbba okasana rny6okoe BnusHue Ha ®paHuuto. Bo Bpems BOIiHbI B IHAOKNTae
MEeXAYHapOoaHbI nMumpK ®paHumy 661 NOLOPBaH, NONUTUYECKAs CUTYaLmMs Oblna HecTabunbHOW. Takum
o6pa3om, npouecc LeKONIOHM3ALNIN BbIHYAWU NAPVKCKOe NPaBUTEIbCTBO MCKATb peLlleHuns Anga ctabunmnsaymm
MOMIMTUYECKOM M 3KOHOMUYECKON CUTyaLuKM, a TakxKe ANA YKPenneHUs CBOero MPecTvXXHOro NOM0XeHUs
N MHTerpauun s Espony.

Kniouesble coBa, LeKONOHM3aLMA, XONOLHAA BOHa, Mepsasa MHLoKkuTalickas BoiiHa, BbeTHam, A3us

O na unTuposanua: JlyoHr Txu XoHr. [lekonoHu3auna A3mm B paHHWUIA Nepuog XON0AHON BOWHbI Ha
npumepe BbeTHama, 1945—1954. BecTHuk VIHcTuTyTa BocTOKOBedeHna PAH. 2022. Ne 4. C. 3041. DOI:
10.31696/2618-7302-2022-4-030-041

The Vietnamese Struggle for Decolonization

ver thousands of years of history, the Vietnamese people defeated countless foreign
invaders to protect their independence and sovereignty. French colonialists began to
conquer Vietnam in 1858, and with the treaty of 1884 signed by the Nguyen dynasty,
France established a colonial rule throughout the whole territory of Vietnam. From the beginning
days, the anti-French movements took place continuously and vigorously in various ways with differ-
ent trends: from national struggles led by patriotic Confucian intellectuals to the Vietnamese who were
educated in the Western countries. All of these efforts were defeated by the French, but the desire for
an independent country was continuous. After approaching Marxism-Leninism, Nguyen Ai Quoc (later
to be known as Ho Cbl Minh) had the determination to liberate his country by this ideology. He estab-
lished the Communist Party of Vietnam in February 1930 (then it was renamed Indochinese Com-
munist Party (ICP) in October 1930), leading to numerous anti-colonial movements in Vietnam. Fol-
lowing the political strategies, the ICP immediately set goals of the Vietnamese revolution as national
independence and land for the tillers [Dang Cong san Viet Nam, 1998, p. 2-3]. Because of the Second
World War (1939-45), the destiny of Vietnam was radically changed along with the world situation. In
May 1941, Ho Chi Minh founded the Viet Nam Doc lap Dong Minh (the League for Independence
of Vietnam, commonly known as Viet Minh) to unify all the Vietnamese to fight together for national
independence [Dang Cong san Viet Nam, 2000(1), p. 461].
At the end of the Second World War (1945), a series of international conferences were orga-
nized to resolve the distribution of interests and establish a new global order. Two such conferences
were of importance: Yalta conference (February 1945) and Potsdam coference (July 1945), in which
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the great powers decided to split up the Indochina peninsula into two occupied zones, taking the six-
teenth parallel as a boundary. The North was assigned to the Chinese Kuomintang army, the South
would be administered by British troops.

In mid-August 1945, as soon as the Japanese emperor surrendered, the Vietnamese national
uprising led by the Viet Minh took place quickly and successfully throughout the country. The revolu-
tionary governmentwas established, headed by the Provisional Government of the Democratic Repub-
lic of Vietnam (DRV) with 15 members headed by Ho Cbl Minh. The DRV was proclaimed on Septem-
ber 2, 1945 [Chmh phu Viet Nam, 2008, p. 42]. The Declaration of Independence of DRV stated that:

(Vietnam) break off all relations of a colonial character with France; we repeal all the international obliga-
tion that France has sofar subscribed to on behalf of Vietnam, and we abolish all the special rights the French have
unlawfully acquired in our Fatherland. The whole \ietnamesepeople, animated by a commonpurpose, are determined to
fight to the bitter end against any attempt by the French colonialists to reconquer the country... Vietnam has the right
to be afree and independent country — and infact, it is so already. And, thus the entire \Vietnamesepeople are deter-
mined to mobilize all theirphysical and mental strength, to sacrifice their lives andproperty to safeguard their indepen-
dence and liberty [Viet Minh, 1945].

In Vietnam, the situation was quite complicated because DRV declared its independence before
the Allies’ entering, therefore, the powers were not able to set up indigenous governments and had
to compromise with other forces to overthrow the DRV government. At that time, the newly DRV
had to face a number of challenges. The country was devastated after the war and the Great Famine
of 1945 afflicting the northern region left between one and two million victims (Van Tao and Furuta
Motoo, 2005; Gunn, 2014). The flood in August 1945 broke dikes in nine northern provinces, causing
a third of the cultivated area severely damaged. The damage triggered by this flood was estimated to
cost 13 million VND. The three provinces of north-central Vietnam also lost their crops in about half
of the area. After the flood, the prolonged droughtleft 50% of the land area in North Vietnam uncul-
tivated [Chmh phu Viet Nam, 2008, p. 48-49]. A new famine threatened the new government. More-
over, the treasury of the revolutionary State was nearly empty because the national budget at that time
was only 1,230,000 VND of which more than half was ruined [Ngan hang Nha nuac Viet Nam, 2016,
p. 15]. Meanwhile, the new revolutionary governmentwas born, without any management experience.
In some places, the governmentwas not in the hands of revolutionaries. The standing army was in the
process of construction, not receiving much training. Most commanders lacked military knowledge,
combat experience as well as weapons.

The greatest threat to the DRV government at that time was the determination of the French
in re-occupying their old colonies. In the North, Kuomintang forces were amassed to make the Japa-
nese surrender in Hanoi and most cities and towns from the Vietnam — China border to the sixteenth
parallel. The political situation in Southern Vietnam was more serious. On September 13, 1945, follow-
ing the Postdam agreement, British-Indian soldiers arrived in Saigon to disarm Japanese troops. With
the backing of the British command, nearly 2,000 French troops were released [Bo Ngoai giao, 2005,
p. 45]. In addition to the forces of Kuomintang, British and French forces, there were still about 5,000
disarmed Japanese troops in Vietnam at this time [Bo Quoc phong, 1994, p. 45]. On September 23,
1945, a clash broke out in Saigon, marking the return of French colonial rule in Vietnam.

Wi ith the establishment of the DRV, the Vietnamese continuously struggled for their indepen-
dence and sovereignty [Van phong Quoc hoi, 2016, p. 72]. Ho Cbl Minh sent an appeal to the United
Nations to call for a solution for the Indochina issue and accused the French government of ignor-
ing any Vietnamese offer for peace in Indochina. The president of DRV confirmed that during the
Second World War, when the French government surrendered and gave the control of Indochina to
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Japan, colluding with the Japanese troops against the Allies, the Vietnamese people went along with
the Ally. When the Japanese were forced to surrender, the Vietnamese took power from the Japanese
army and proclaimed the establishment of DRV. However, since September 23, 1945, the French troops
under the shadow of the Allies to disarm the Japanese soldiers, entered South Vietnam with a desire
to reconquer its old colony. With goodwill, the DRV government agreed to sign a preliminary agree-
ment with the French government on March 6, 1946. According to the agreement, DRV accepted to
be a member of an Indochinese Federation but the French government had to recognize DRV as an
independent nation. Vietnamese people sincerely wish for peace but also determined to fight to pro-
tect the most sacred rights: territorial integrity for homeland and independence for the nation [Ho Chbl
Minh, 2011(1), p. 520].

Meanwhile, the French colonialists continued their military activities, causing clashes with Viet-
namese soldiers in South and Central Vietnam. Both the Preliminary Agreement on March 6, 1946, and
the Provisional Agreement on September 14, 1946, could not be a bridge for peace and national self-de-
termination or for the process of decolonization in Vietnam at this time. In October 1946, the French
bombarded Haiphong, aggressively preparing to carry out ‘a coup script’. The fire of war throughout
the country was inevitable because France has decided to fan it any time. It means that France deter-
mined to re-occupy its former colonies in Indochina while Vietnam proclaimed its independence.

Continue to hand over or fight? Independence, freedom or slavery? The emergency required Ho
Cbl Minh’s government to make a historical choice and a timely strategic decision to protect national
independence and freedom. A series of negotiation meetings between Vietnam and France failed, and
as a result, the first Indochina war was finally broken out on December 19, 1946. Ho Cbl Minh on
behalf of the government issued an appeal urging all Vietnamese people to fight for national salva-
tion on December 19, 1946. Vietnamese people believed that they ‘died for the Fatherland and not to
be a slave again’. In the appeal for Vietnamese resistance, Ho Cbl Minh firmly stated that:

We wantpeace so that we have to make concessions to French colonialists. But the more we make concessions
the more French colonialists encroach upon ourfreedom because they want to reconquer our country. N o! We are better
off sacrificing everything than losing our country and becoming slaves [Dang Cong san Viet Nam, 2000(2), p. 160].

It is quite clear that this war, for the Vietnamese, was an armed conflict against the French
colonial invaders with the purpose of safeguard the national unity and independence that they had to
pay nearly one hundred years to regain and newly establish [Dang Cong san Viet Nam, 2000(3), p. 150].

The decolonization in Vietnam, therefore, was through a brutal process. The war took place
when there was a disparity between the forces of the French and the Viet Minh, but Vietnam actively
and resolutely attacked with determination to follow President Ho Cbl Minh’s appeal for resistance.

On the way to destroy the rule of colonialists, Ho Cbl Minh and his colleagues had to find out
solutions to achieve national independence. At first, they saw no contradiction between their Commu-
nism and their fervent desire to restore Vietnam to the Vietnamese again [Logevall, 2012]. Besides seek-
ing sympathy from the socialist bloc, Ho Cbl Minh also found out another way for his government to
be recognized by capitalist powers. He sent eight telegrams and letters to the United States President
Harry Truman, just in two years, asking for the recognition from Washington for the national inde-
pendence of Vietnam and DRV2

2 List of eight letters written by Ho Chi Minh to President Truman: (1): Letter to President Truman, dated September 24,
1945. (2): Message sent to President H. Truman dated October 17, 1945. (3): Letter to the President of the United States
dated October 20, 1945. (4): Letter to the President of the United States dated November 2, 1945. (5): Letter to President
Truman dated November 8, 1945. (6): Letter to President Truman dated November 22, 1945. (7): Letter to the U. S. President
Harry Truman dated January 18, 1946, about the request of the United States and the United Nations to intervene and
to have a solution before the war of invasion of the French colonialists in Vietnam. (8): The telegram to President Harry
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Besides those eight letters, Ho Cbl Minh also sent notes to the Governments of the United
States, the Soviet Union and the United Kingdom asking for urgent intervention to stop the blood-
shed in South Vietnam and an urgent solution to the Indochina issue. Ho Chi Minh also sent a let-
ter to the U. S. Secretary of State in November 1945 proposing to recognize the independence of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam and put an end to the bloody conflict in South Vietnam). Before
1950, Ho Cbl Minh and his government searched various ways to gain support from both communist
and capitalist blocs for their desire for independence from colonial rule, but this call fell on deaf ears.

Wi ith the U.S. involvementin Indochina to support French troops, the Communist Party vigor-
ously opposed this action [Dang Cong san Viet Nam, 2001(4), p. 254]. Atthe Second Congress of the
Indochinese Communist Party (February 1951), in the Political Report, Ho Chi Minh stated the main
tasks of Vietnamese national resistance war were to ‘destroy the French colonial rule and defeat the
American intervention, gain unity, complete independence, and protect world peace’ [Ho Chi Minh,
2011(2), p. 37]. The official statements strongly confirmed the determination of the Vietnamese in the
struggle to decolonization and attain full independence even though the presence of the U.S. in Indo-
china support the French. Therefore, the first Indochina war was the first and foremost Vietnamese
struggle for decolonization.

The Cold War and Its Impact on the Vietnamese Struggle

Depending on the interests of great powers with two confrontation systems led by the United
States and the Soviet Union, the capitalist and socialist systems were established after the Second World
War. The United States and the Soviet Union played decisive roles that affected international relations,
involving many regions and nations in a new form of war — the Cold War. Although it was called
the ‘Cold War’, the atmosphere of the world was not ‘cold’ at all. The local conflicts between the U.S.
forces and the Soviet’s allies happened in many regions. With the formation and competition between
communism and capitalism, Vietnam’s decolonization struggle was spiralled and affected by the pro-
found influence of this context.

ForAsia, the concept of the ‘Cold War’ is more complicated. Its origins in Vietnam involved
the aspirations of the colonial authorities to return their former colonies happening at the same time
the wish of the local nationalist forces and communist parties for national independence [Hack and
Wade, 2009, p. 441-448]. The Cold War in Asia reflected the conflicts and diplomatic rivalries between
the two blocs. This confrontation had a significant influence on decolonization and nation-building in
Asia. For long years, many Asian countries experienced the Cold War. Tensions and conflicts marked
the relationships between many Asian countries and the United States and the Soviet Union in some
cases [Vu and Wongsurawat, 2009, p. 7].

A series of continuous events happening in Asia from late 1949 and 1950 had a profound impact
on the U.S. and Indochina policy. The politicians in Washington saw that the conflict in Indochina as
a sign of the ideological confrontation between capitalism and communism. If Southeast Asiawas con-
trolled by communism, its impactwould be felt throughout Asia and the world [Fifield, 1973, p. 71].

Nationalism, communism, decolonization and the Cold War were all parts of the First Indo-
china War. In the early 1950s, the international context changed dramatically. The two sides of the
Cold War manifested firm determination. In Europe, the division of Eastern European socialism and
Western European capitalism added an important ‘highlight’ to the establishment of the two states

Truman dated February 16, 1946, for the help to defend Vietnam’s independence from the French invasion suggested that
Vietnam should be granted independence as the Philippines and fully cooperating with the United States.
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(the Federal Republic of Germany and the German Democratic Republic). In Asia, the presence of
two states on the Korean Peninsula (Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and Republic of Korea)
deepened the trace of a confrontational world. In particular, the declaration of the People’s Republic
of China (1949) led by China’s Communist Party changed the world context, established a dominant
position of socialism and created a new order in Asia [Dang Cong san Viet Nam, 2001(3), p. 223].

The climax of the tense situation in Asia was revealed when the Korean War was ‘internation-
alized’. The United States and Chinese troops directly engaged in the Korean War. Thus, the war which
broke out within boundaries of the two regions to unify a country turned the peninsula into a ‘direct
battlefield’ between Chinese and American forces. It became a hot spot of the Cold War and reflected
the confrontation between two halves of the Yalta order.

In the world divided into two hostile blocs, as any expansion for the communism camp was
considered a loss for the ‘free world’, previously unimportant regions such as Indochina suddenly
acquired a considerable meaning. The North Korean troops entering South Korea inJune 1950 raised
the American fears of communist expansion and heighten the importance of Vietnam [Herring, 2004,
p. 18—21]. The battle on the Korean peninsula certainly deepened and intensified the United States’
determination to prevent the spreading of communism in Indochina [Nojeim, 2006, p. 122—146].

The Korean War and the international situation relevant to this war were also essential fac-
tors in changing the United States’ policy on Asia in general and Vietnam in particular. It is assumed
that the Korean War affected the United States’ policy towards Indochina in an indirect way but in
an important form. The Korean War influenced the United States’ strategy and facilitated its priority
order in Asia. Indochinawas a key for the United States to protect Southeast Asia. After the commu-
nist success in China (1949) and the outbreak of the Korean War (1950), the Truman administration
made the first step towards directing the United States’ involvement in Indochina. It is clear that the
Korean War, together with anxieties about the intentions of the establishment of communist’s gov-
ernment in China, reinforced Washington’s commitment [Logevall, 2013, p. 9].

Truman revealed the domino theory that ‘If we let South Korea down, the Soviets will keep
right on going and swallow up one piece of Asia after another’, which would eventually trigger a col-
lapse in Japan and Europe [Offner, 1999, p. 148].

Under those subjective and objective factors, since 1950, Indochina increasingly occupied a crit-
ical position in the strategy of the United States, China and the Soviet Union, although, before 1950,
Indochina was still not considered a central area but just a ‘peripheral’ area of the Cold War.

By these considerations, since 1950, the United States started to intervene in Vietnam to con-
tain communism and prevent it from spreading throughout Asia. The Cold War was likely the main
motivation urging the United States, China and the Soviet Union to intervene in such a local struggle
for decolonization in French Indochina. Therefore, the Cold War formed the way the Indochina War
erupted and significantly affected its outcome.

‘The Cold War was an early and constant preoccupation, presenting a range of problems, chal-
lenges, and opportunities... To a degree not fully evident at the time, the superpower’s actions in Indo-
china in 1950 had the effect of intensifying the struggle and prolonging it, and of reducing (but not
eliminating) the freedom of action of both France and the Democratic Republic of Vietnam’ [Leffler
and Westad, 2010, p. 281-304].

Because of the importance of Indochina, itwas clear that the U.S. could not ignore the Indo-
china war of France. The U. S. had two options: if it had helped France, it would contain commu-
nism, but it would also certainly create an anti-American mentality in Southeast Asia and at the same
time, create opportunities for China and the Soviet Union in this area. If America did not help France,

35



Luong Thi Hong. Decolonization in Asia During the Early Cold War Era: the Case of Vietnam, 1945—1954

communism would certainly prevail in Asia, then it might adversely affect the stability in Europe, even
destroying the U.S. global strategy. Ultimately, the Americans on the pretext of ‘undertaking the mis-
sion to protect the free world, against the threat of communism’ chose the first option: supporting the
French. In February 1950, the Truman government approved the aid program and since May 1950,
the U.S. began sending direct military equipment to the associated countries in Indochina and France.
The Military Assistance Advisory Group was established on August 2, 1950, marking the growing U.S.
connection to the French war in Vietnam [Duiker, 1994, p. 90—-95].

Itis obvious that because of the Cold War, the superpowers were forced to intervene into a local
conflict. Therefore, from a ‘top-down’ perspective, the Cold War impacted the Vietnamese decoloni-
zation profoundly. On the other hand, the Vietnamese forces and French power also took the Cold
War as a chance to gain more U.S. or Soviet aid for their determination [Boden, 2008, p. 110—28].

During the 1950s, the aid from Washington to the French army in Indochina ballooned to 150
million dollars. By early 1951, they were receiving more than 7,200 tons of military equipment a month
[Hastings, 2018]. In fact, by the end of 1953, the United States provided about 80% of the war cost
in Indochina [Kaufman, 1986, p. 349] a billion dollars a year.

As the growing intensity of the war in Indochina, the number of directly involved soldiers
reached its peak. By 31 December 1953, there were 160,000 soldiers in the Vietnamese armed forces,
including 112,000 regular troops and 47,00 auxiliary forces. There were also 70,000 Vietnamese directly
serving in the CEFEO and another 20,000 guerrilla troops employed by French intelligence [Lawrence
and Logevall, 2007, p. 217].

The decolonization process in Indochina accelerated and prolonged the Cold War, transform-
ing this local conflict into a ‘hot’war. Only on the battle of Dien Bien Ph” the French lost 1,500 men,
4.000 wounded and 10,000 taken prisoner, while Viet Minh casualties amounted to some 8,000 dead
and 15,000 wounded [Ruane, 1998, p. 32]. When the war came to an end, the French forces lost over
92.000 soldiers and 170,000 wounded [Wong, 2006, p. 221]. It means that the Vietnamese decoloniza-
tion intensified the Cold War and that wass only in Vietnam, that decolonization was ended by a mil-
itary struggle.

In terms of Vietnam, the national decolonization struggle gradually wentwith the wind of the
Cold War. Ho Chi Minh made his first official visit, in early 1950, as the DRV President to China and
had meetings with Chinese leaders. Ultimately, two weeks later, the People Republic of China recog-
nized the DRV government. By that time, the Soviet Union and other socialist states established offi-
cial diplomatic relations with the DRV.

Vietnam’s breakthrough success in diplomacy in the first two months of 1950 had a profound
effect on the U.S. and Indochina policy. OnJanuary 14, 1950, the Government of DRV issued a dip-
lomatic statement addressed that ‘DRV is ready to establish diplomatic relations with the governments
that respect the equality, territorial and national sovereignty of Vietnam, jointly protect peace and build
democracy world’ [Viet Nam Dan quoc Cong bao, 1950]. From that point, the Central Committee
of Vietnam Communist Party decided that their government had to show a clear attitude leaning the
democratic world. They frankly joined in the democratic world led by the Soviet Union, against the
imperialist bloc leading by the United States [Dang Cong san Viet Nam, 2001(1), p. 14]. China and the
Soviet Union, the two largest socialist countries in the world, agreed to establish diplomatic relations
with Vietnam inJanuary 1950. Following that, a series of democratic countries recognized and estab-
lished diplomatic relations with DRV.

Thus, after nearly five years since the DRV was established in 1945, the ‘isolation’ situation of
the Vietnamese revolution has completely ended. With this diplomatic victory, Vietnam ‘not only had
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a rear extending from China to the Baltic Sea but also gained international recognition for the national
independence’ [Luu, 2004, p. 136]. The immediate ‘diplomatic siege’ paved the way for the military vic-
tory that the 1950 Autumn-Winter Frontier Campaign connected Vietnam to the international rear as
socialist countries. The decolonization struggle in Vietnam stepped into a new phase because of inter-
national support, creating both difficulties and challenges. In this sense, the Indochina war became an
important link to the Cold War in Southeast Asia and Asia [Dang Cong san Viet Nam, 2001(2), p. 225].

Mao Zedong, as well as Stalin, agreed to provide political and military assistance to Vietnam.
China and the Soviet Union provided both military and economic aid to Vietnam in 1950 and the
amount increased gradually until 1954. From 1950 to 1954, DRV received 136 million yuan (approx-
imately 34 million rubles) [Uy ban tong ket chien tranh truc thuoc Bo Chmh tri, 2015, p. 600]. By
the 1950s, Vietnam had become not only a centre of the Cold War in Asia but also the critical front
worldwide and a ‘hotter’ competition to determine the result of the two rival ideological systems [Lau,
2012, p. 4].

The First Indochina ended by Dien Bien Phii battle leading to the signing of Geneva Accords
onJuly 21, 1954. The Vietnamese people achieved a triumph as the French government had to rec-
ognize their national independence and unification, ending their colonial empire in Indochina. The
Vietnamese confidently state that the Dien Bien Phii victory was also the failure of aggressive French
colonialists determinating to reconquer Indochina as well as the U.S. imperialist dreaming of turning
Indochina into its strategic base [Dang Cong san Viet Nam, 2001(5), p. 234].

However, the Cold War was continued to surge by the splitting of Vietnam into two rival
parts: The North of the seventeenth parallel was supported by the socialist bloc, and the South was
backed by the capitalist bloc. Vietnam, therefore, became a focal point of the ideological competition
between two blocs during the Cold War, resulting in a more brutal conflict lasting over 20 years later.
According to incomplete statistics of Vietnam, during 30 years (1945—975) 1,1 million soldiers died;
600,000 soldiers were wounded; 300,000 soldiers went missing and two million civilians were killed.
There were also about two million people who suffered from disabilities, two million who contacted
toxic chemicals, and nearly 500,000 children with deformities due to chemical warfare [Uy ban tong
ket chien tranh truc thuoc Bo Chmh tri, 2015, p. 576—580]. Millions of Vietnamese from both sides
died because of the internationalization of this colonial war.

The Turning Points for France

The Cold War had impacts on the Anti-French resistance in Vietnam, and by contrast, the Viet-
namese struggle influenced the Cold War at some points. The Vietnamese struggle step by step pro-
moted national liberation movements in many Asian and African countries and the decolonization in
Vietnam also had a profound impact on France.

Indochina colonies had played an important role in supplying raw materials for the French indus-
try. Therefore, decolonization harmed French economics due to their dependence on those provid-
ers. As the Second World War ended, the French government had to choose whether to preserve their
interests in the newly established nation in Vietnam or keep rights for the old colonial management.
At that time, almost all French politicians had the same thought that the preservation of their nation’s
grandeur had the link to their old colonies [Ruane, 199, p. 15]. Being out of the calculation, the more
escalation of the Indochina war happened, the more the national French budget had to spend on. For
nine years, the brutalwar in Indochina had been a burden for French manpower and financial resources.
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After four years of pursuing the war, France failed to change the situation in Indochina, even
suffered from consecutive failures from the Fall-Winter Border campaign in 1950. Although the aid from
the United States increased, the French-controlled area in Indochina was narrowing, and the French
army could not respond actively to the attacks of the Vietnamese army. The long brutal war in Indo-
china made the French people, even more, feel miserable because they had to suffer from high taxes
and military service. Since then, the anti-war movement had been widespread. The conflictwithin the
French administrators was fierce. As a result, the French government had been continuously replaced
and despatched several high commissioners to Indochina.

In the French National Assembly, the appeal for solving the problem of Vietnam peacefully
still gained more and more votes. Some party leaders in the French establishment also realized the fact
that the war could not continue forever. They wanted as a strategy to get out of it. France’s exhausted
conditions no longer allowed the French government to hesitate and they continued to ask for Ameri-
can aid. The turmoil in the colonies, as well as the divided political situation, led to the fact that France
went unstable by this war. Finally, the Dien Bien Phii epic marked the turning point for the collapse of
decolonization of the French empire in Indochina and worldwide as well. The first Indochina war was
also believed to cause many of France’s crises in the following years. ‘The interminable wars in Indo-
china and Algeria cost not only the lives of hundreds of thousands of Asians and Africans but even-
tually brought the collapse of the Fourth Republic as well’ [Smith, 1978, p. 71].

It was only by the decolonization process in Vietnam that the French would recognize the
importance of integrating the country into Western Europe. The exploitation of old colonies was no
longer an opportunity for the French capitalists, in fact, it was a great burden for France because of
the war cost. It might be seen as one of the most significant motivations for France to take partin the
Western integration process with hopes to regain its reputation in Europe. This integration became
‘the instinctive French response to her need to regain her seriously reduced influence’ [Frank, 1992,
p. 161]. Therefore, decolonization coincided with the process of French integration into Europe.

The decolonization in Indochinawas an opportunity for France to reassess and adjust its strat-
egies in term of economics, military, and politics to enhance its position in Europe. As a result, the pro-
cess of decolonization created a positive outcome for the French regarding integration into Europe.

conclusion

(1). The situation after the Second World War changed dramatically and the colonialists could
not rule their old colonies in the same way as they did before. By a reassessment of the situation of
the colonies and their capacities, the colonial empires eliminated the ex-forms of political domination
to pave the way for the maintenance of their colonial strategic benefits with the new policies to seize
the colonies by ‘giving the independence to the colonies’. Accordingly, the United States, the United
Kingdom and the Netherlands, in turn, granted independence to the Philippines, Myanmar and Indo-
nesia. Although Malaya continued to be a British colony due to its special importance to the post-
war British economy, the British government had to constantly adjust its policies in a more positive
way to respond to the increasing Malay political demands. It was only France that refused to aban-
don its colonies. France continued to seek to rehabilitate its colonial reputation in Indochina. In the
meantime, Vietnam took the opportunity to carry out the historic August revolution. The DRV pro-
claimed freedom and independence on September 2, 1945. For the Vietnamese, after nearly one hun-
dred years under colonial rule, the thirst for independence reached the highest level. They believed
that they gained national freedom from Japanese fascists, and the French colonialists too no longer
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had any special rights in the Vietnamese fatherland. The Vietnamese determined to sacrifice every-
thing than losing their country and becoming slaves again. The Vietnamese desire for an independent
nation clashed with the French determination of re-occupation. Therefore, at the beginning, it can be
said that the Indochinawar was first and foremost a struggle for decolonization to gain independence.
(2) .However, after returning to re-occupy Indochina, with a determination to rule the colonies
at any cost, the French governmentused violence to put the power back in Indochina, turning the Indo-
chinese countries into a fierce battlefield. Because of the drastic challenges that DRV had to face due
to the post-war situation, Ho Cbl Minh and his government tried to avoid the direct war with France
and get international recognition for newly DRV. On the way to looking for supporters and colleagues,
the conflict was gone gradually with the breeze of the Cold War, resulting in struggling for national
independence turned into a brutal and complicated ideological clash. From the Vietnamese perspec-
tive, both Paris and Washington forced Vietnamese nationalists to make such a historic choice. ‘The
Cold War and decolonization collided most intensely at first in Asia. These dual political forces make
the Indochina War an excellent case study for historical remembrance: it provides the opportunity to
engage with and provide new perspectives on the politics of remembrance of both French decoloniza-
tion and the Cold War, and more importantly of the overlap between these contexts’ [Edwards, 2016,
p. 2]. The war was motivated by a desire to reconquer the colony and to thwart legitimate national inde-
pendence movements and then with the breeze of the Cold War, it turned into a struggle against com-
munism. Consequently, the Cold War made the Vietnamese decolonization intensive and last longer,
but in other sense, the Cold War also had more hostilities because of this local conflict. That is only
in Vietnam, the decolonization was ended by a military struggle. Indochina gradually became a ‘hot
spot’ of the Cold War involving a series of superpowers such as France, the U.S., the Soviet Union,
and China. The war ended in 1954 with the stunning defeat of French Union forces at Dien Bien Ph#
The Geneva Accords confirmed the independence of Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam marking the end
of French colonialists in Indochina.
(3) . From the time of the return of French troops (1945) to the climactic battle of Dien Bien

Phin (1954), French governments were reshuffled constantly. At the end of the conflict, almost all
war cost was covered by the United States. As a result, France profoundly relied on U.S. aid, leading
to another long and brutal war after that. The process of decolonization in Indochina, however, also
had affected French politics. It seemed that itwas an opportunity for the Paris government to readjust
their domestic policies as well as economic integration into Europe. During the Indochina war, the
international image of France was damaged because of French attempts to reestablish their old colo-
nial territories that being called a ‘dirty war in Indochina’. Therefore, the decolonization process with
the loss of French colonies forced the Paris government into seeking solutions to stabilize the politi-
cal and economic situation as well as enhance the French’s prestigious position in Europe.
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