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Russia, by challenging NATO expansion and carrying out a Special Operations in Ukraine, has shaken
the foundations of post-Cold War World Order that was characterised by unilateralism, unipolarity and hege-
monism. The desperate effort by the West to defeat Russia at any cost has at its core the urge to weaken any
challenger to the West-led World Order. However, the world is witnessing the likelihood of more challengers
emerging in the future. The churning of the current international politics and economy may bring about a more
equitable and just World Order in the future.

India, on its part has taken care not to condemn Russia at any international forum. Despite pressure,
India’s trade with Russia, especially in the energy sector continues at an enhanced scale. India’s growing trade
and economic relations should not be seen as ways just to benefit from the cheaper resources of Russia or help-
ing a long-standing friend during a difficult period. Beyond these limited and short-term benefits, there is a long
term vision of a different world that can emerge in cooperation with Russia.
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HOBbI MEXXAYHAPOAHbBLIV MOPAAOK: MHANA B MPUOPUTETE
POCCUINCKOW BHELLUHE MOMNTUKWN

Apkan MNatHank

Poccus, 6pocas Bbi3oB akcnaHcum HATO u nposofs CrieunanbHYO BOEHHYIO Onepauuto Ha YKpa-
MHe, MNOTPsACAa OCHOBAHMWA CMOXMBLLETOCA NOC/e OKOHYaHWS XONOLHOM BOWHLI MMPOBOTO Mopsgka Russia,
KOTOPbIV XapaKTepu3oBascs O4HOCTOPOHHOCTbIO, O4HOMONSAPHOCTHIO U TEreMOHN3MOM. OTYafHHbIE MNOMbITKM
3anafja HaHecTn nopaxeHue Poccum no60W LLeHO OCHOBaHbl Ha CTPEMIEHUM 0ClabuTb MHO6OTo, KTO yrpo-
XaeT nNpo3anagHoOMy MUPONOPSAAKY. BmecTe ¢ TeM MUp MOXET cTaTb CBUAETENEM FPALYLLMX HOBbLIX BbI3OBOB.
MoTpsACeHNs B COBPEMEHHO MMUPOBOI MOMMTUKE U 3KOHOMUKE MOTYT MPWBECTM K 60/ee paBHOMPaBHOMY U
CNpaBeA/MBOMY MUPOMOPAAKY B 6yayLLEM.

Co cBoeit cTopoHbI, MMHAUS nmocTapanack He OCyXAaTb POCCUIO HM Ha OAHOM 13 MeXAYHApPOAHbIX MJI0-
Wwafok. HecmoTps Ha gaBneHwue, Toproens ViHanm ¢ Poccreid, 0COGEHHO B 3HEPTETMYECKOM CEKTOPE, PacTeT, U
3TO He cnefyeT BOCMPUHMMATL MPOCTO Kak CTPEM/IeHME BOCMO/b30BaTbCA JeLUeBbIMM pecypcaMmm UM nomMoYb
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cTapomy gpyry B 6efe. 3a 3TUMM OrPaHUYEHHBIMU N KPaTKOCPOYHbLIMUN BbIr04aMu —L0/ITOCPOYHOE BULEHUE
HOBOrO MUPa, KOTOPbIA MOXET ObiTb MOCTPOEH B COTPYAHUYeCTBE € Poccueil.

Kniouesble cf10Ba: 04HO06pasne, caHKLMM, MHOTOMO/APHbIA MUPOMOPALOK, HEATPaNMTeT, MHOIOCTO-
poHHocTb, BPUKC, WHOC, G-20, geponnapu3sauuns

[ ns unTuposaHua: Ajay Patnaik. New International Order: India in Russia's Foreign Policy Priority. BecT-
HUK VIHCTUTYTa BocTOoKOoBedeHa PAH. 2023. Ne 4. C. 358—368. DOI: 10.31696/2618-7302-2023-4-358-368

Introduction

he 11th International Meeting of High Representatives for Security Issues hosted by

Russia’s Security Council took place in Moscow Region between 23rdand 25thMay 2023,

where delegations of more than hundred countries participated to discuss the most
pressing security challenges faced by the world. Addressing the Meeting, President Putin emphasised
the need for a multi-polar world: ‘I am confident that together we’ll achieve the formation of a more
just, multipolar world, and that the ideology of exclusivity, as well as the neo-colonial system, which
made it possible to exploit the resources of the whole world, will inevitably become a thing of the
past’ [Russia Today, 24 May 2023].

Multi-polarworld is a strategic goal of Russia and countries like Indiawho share the same vision
play an important role towards achieving this objective. Russia adopted on 31 March 2023 a New For-
eign Policy Concept, which highlights the vision for a more equitable multipolar world order. Specific
mention has been made of China and India. Mentioning India, the Concept states, ‘Russia will con-
tinue to build up a particularly privileged strategic partnership with the Republic of India with a view
to enhance and expand cooperation in all areas on a mutually beneficial basis and place special empha-
sis on increasing the volume of bilateral trade, strengthening investment and technological ties, and
ensuring their resistance to destructive actions of unfriendly states and their alliances’ [Concept of the
Russian Federation, 2023].

Focus on India is not new and both countries have established a ‘privileged strategic partner-
ship’. However, attempts to isolate Russia diplomatically, politically and economically since February
2022 have created fresh imperatives to take the process of Indo-Russian partnership forward. Exten-
sive sanctions and attempts to punish Russia in every way have made emerging powers like India very
valuable partners. India’s position of neutrality in the face of extreme pressures on New Delhi not
only helps to take the India-Russia bilateral relations forward but also facilitates the efforts to move
away from the US dominated world order.

Sanctions against Russia have deepened cooperation in areas where relations looked weak in
the recent past like in trade and economic spheres. Increase in energy and goods trade, use of local
currencies in trade and strengthening of multilateral organisations like Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
sation (SCO) and BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) are in harmony with the goals
of Russia and India. For both, itis a major objective to reshape the post-Cold War order that has been
so far dominated by the US and its allies through unilateral actions and imposition of the so called
‘rule based order’. Western actions to isolate and cripple Russia are not in the interest of countries that
wish to see a new global arrangement.

This paper discusses the potential changes that facilitate progress towards a non-hegemonic
world and how Russia and India are responding to the current developments.
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India'Russia Trade and Economic Relations

India has kept up its Russian oil purchases despite calls from the West to stop the imports.
New Delhi has stressed that energy security is a top priority and it will choose suppliers to get a better
deal. In his November 2022 visit to Moscow, Indian External Affairs Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishan-
kar stated, ‘India will continue buying Russian oil as it is advantageous for the country’ and asserted
that he would ‘like to keep that going’ [The Indian Express, 8 November 2022]. Buying Russian oil is
both economically and strategically advantageous for India. Russian oil comes at a discounted price,
which benefits India as it depends on imports for 85 per cent of the total oil it consumes. According
to Alexey Valkov, Director of the St. Petersburg International Economic Forum (SPIEF), ‘The surge
in bilateral trade came in the backdrop of India’s huge purchase of discounted Russian oil’. Valkov
said this while speaking to the Economic Times during a mega Indo-Russia business meeting organised
by him in April 2023 in Delhi [Economic Times, 4 April 2023].

At the same time, India is emerging as a key supplier of medicines, cars and machine parts,
textiles, clothing, and food products to Russia. Bilateral trade hit a record $39.8 billion in 2022—23
[Roy Chaudhury, 4 April 2023]. According to the Russian ambassador to India, Denis Alipov, there is
not only an unprecedented growth in bilateral trade, but India and Russia are also discussing ways to
attract Indian employees to mitigate the problem of labour shortages. ‘Itis ‘common knowledge’ that
certain sectors of the Russian economy are facing labour shortages’, the ambassador told the India-
Russia Business Forum. This is an area where India can meet to some extent Russia’s labour require-
ments [Roy Chaudhury, 6 April 2023].

After the West imposed an oil price cap on Russia on 5 December 2022, Indian customers
have paid for most of the Russian oil in non-dollar currencies, including in the United Arab Emir-
ates Dirham and more recently the Russian Rouble. As Moscow seeks to De-Dollarise its economy
and traders want to avoid sanctions, three Indian banks came forward to help in the transactions. For
Indian refineries payments have been processed in part by the State Bank of India via its nostro rou-
bles account in Russia. Other Indian banks — Bank of Baroda and Axis Bank — have handled most
of the Dirham payments [Reuters, 8 March 2023].

Abu Dhabi-based Russian bank MTS had facilitated some non-Dollar payments by India for
oil. Though MTS and most Russian banks have faced sanctions, Indian refineries and Russian suppli-
ers are eager to keep trading in Russian oil — ‘Russian suppliers will find some other banks for receiv-
ing payments’, according to a source cited by Reuters. Alexandra Prokopenko, independent analyst
and former adviser at the Bank of Russia, said, ‘They’re working on building a direct infrastructure
between the Russian and Indian banking systems’. State Bank of India has a nostro (foreign currency
account) in Russia. Similarly, many banks from Russia have opened accounts with Indian banks to facil-
itate trade [Reuters, 8 March 2023].

The volume of trade between the two countries grew largely on the back of a sharp increase
in India’s imports of Russian oil. In October 2022, Russia became the largest supplier of oil to India,
overtaking Iraq and Saudi Arabia. Increasing import of Russian oil and payment in currencies other
than Dollar suggests that India would not be dependent solely on Dollar for trade.

IMF Deputy Managing Director Gita Gopinath has commented that sanctions on Russia could
erode the Dollar’'s dominance by encouraging smaller trading blocs using other currencies. ‘The dollar
would remain the major global currency even in that landscape but fragmentation at a smaller level is
certainly quite possible,” she told the Financial Times [Reuters, 8 March 2023]. In fact, the Dollar share
of official Forex reserves fell to a 20-year low of 58% in the fourth quarter of 2022, according to
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International Monetary Fund data. The Dollar share in the foreign reserves of different central banks
in the final quarter of 2022 hit a two-decade low [Reuters, 25 May 2023].

StephenJen, CEO of Eurizon SLJ Capital Limited, said that shiftwas more pronounced when
adjusted for exchange rate. ‘W hat happened in 2022 was a very sharp plummeting in the dollar share
in real-terms,’ Jen said. He also added that this was a reaction to the freezing of half of Russia’s $640
billion in gold and Foreign Exchange reserves following its 2022 action in Ukraine. This move by
the US and its allies has initiated a re-think in countries such as Saudi Arabia, China, India and Tur-
key about diversifying to other currencies. India is purchasing Russian oil in UAE Dirham and Ruble.
China switched to the Yuan to buy some $88 billion worth of Russian oil, coal and metals since Feb-
ruary 2022. Chinese national oil company CNOOC and France’s Total Energies completed their first
Yuan-settled LNG trade in March 2023 [Reuters, 25 May 2023].

Wi ith increasing trade, focus is shifting to transport corridors between India and Eurasia.
Emphasis on multilateral infrastructure projects to boost trade has seen progress. Transport corridors
like INSTC (International North-South Transportation Corridor) that will carry goods from Russia to
India through Iran can benefit all the countries connected to this route.

The arrival of the first India-bound Russian cargo, sent by train using the International North-
South Transport Corridor (INSTC), reached Iran on 13 July 2022 after travelling around 3,800 km,
from where it moved by ship to India. This route, bypassing the existing longer and expensive routes,
has suddenly acquired significance and is expected to boost trade between Russia and India. Others
like Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan would benefit with this link.

Following Indian Foreign MinisterJaishankar’s Moscow visitin November 2022, Russia and Iran
agreed on the transit of 12 million tons of Russian goods via Tehran along the INSTC. With both Mos-
cow and Delhi seeking to increase trade volumes through this multi-modal transport corridor, INSTC
‘has been a game-changer in Indo-Russian economic partnership since the start of the Ukraine war’,
according to Dipanjan Roy Choudhury of the Economic Times Bureau [Roy Choudhury, 2022].

India’s expanding trade also helps steady the Russian economy amid Western sanctions. India
sees Russia as a ‘steady and time-tested partner’ and welcomes a multipolar global order in which Rus-
sia and other important countries would play major roles. This position is contrary to many Western
countries that want to see a weakened Russia.

Impact on the International Order

The continuation of NATO and its expansion after Soviet collapse created conditions for uni-
polarity and unilateralism. This looked possible because the demise of the Soviet Union and the dis-
mantling of the Warsaw Pact left the West in a dominant position to shape the post-Cold War World
Order. States after states were pressured to follow a certain political and economic model. Force was
used in the name of human rights and democracy to change governments that were either reluctant or
refused to oblige. Terms like ‘Rogue States’were used to isolate and impose sanctions against sovereign
states. The 1990s and the decade after that witnessed efforts to create a unipolar World Order by the
use of force. The United Nations was regularly bypassed in global affairs and wars were waged without
its approval. The other method employed was that of orchestrating ‘Colour Revolution’ to overturn the
elections results and install pro-Western leaders as was witnessed in Georgia, Ukraine and Kyrgyzstan.

However, things have changed in the last decade or so due to a variety of factors. The rise of
China and India as economic powers at the global level and the re-emergence of Russia as a major
economic and strategic player made them important players in global affairs. Russia has been active
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not just in the post-Soviet space but also at the international level — Syria, for example. At the same
time, the limits and negative consequences of unilateralism became visible. Most of the US troops left
Iraq in 2011 and the country remained more instable than before. The same has been true of Libya.

The international order is both political and financial. The domination of the West in the 1990s
was based on its geopolitical influence over various regions of the world as well as its control of inter-
national financial institutions. Thus, challenge to Western hegemony has to be at both economic and
political levels. In this regard, the emerging powers have taken certain steps in the last decade and half
that create hope for the future.

BRICS is an outcome of this process where non-Western countries seek to alter the world
order. Illustrative of the alternative BRICS position to that of the West is on the issue of Ukraine.
The 6thBRICS summit of 2014 took place in Brazil at a time when Ukraine crisis was unfolding. As
a demonstration of their global dominance, the West and its allies removed Russia from G-8 after
Crimean referendum and the peninsula’s integration with Russia in March 2014. Even the G-8 meet
to be held in Sochi inJune of that year was cancelled. However, the BRICS grouping refused to par-
ticipate in efforts to isolate Russia.

The Ukraine crisis also provided another opportunity for the BRICS members to question the
way Western powers dominate the narrative and actions in the international arena. In March 2014, the
BRICS members abstained while voting at the United Nations General Assembly on a resolution con-
demning Russia over its actions in Crimea. India did not endorse the Western narrative. It even went
a step further when then National Security Advisor Shivshankar Menon stated, ‘As far as we are con-
cerned, we are watching what is happening in the Ukraine with some concern. We would hope that
whatever internal issues there are within Ukraine are settled peacefully and that the broader issues of
reconciling the various interests involved, and there are after all legitimate Russian and other interests
involved, are discussed, negotiated, and that there is a satisfactory resolution to them’ [Madan, 2014].
India then also did not support Western sanctions on Russia.

BRICS was formed with the major goal of creating a multi-polar world order in order to pre-
vent the West from repeating Yugoslavia, Irag, Afghanistan and Libya in other parts of the world. Since
its first Summit in 2009, BRICS has reiterated its commitment to build a multi-polar world order. It
has been highly critical of unilateral moves by Western powers to remove leaders of sovereign states
by use of coercion or even military force. BRICS grouping opposes Western attempts to trample upon
sovereignty of states on the pretext of humanitarian and non-proliferation principles.

Multipolar world order also depends upon changes in the global financial order, that requires
not just pushing back against the Western domination of the global financial institutions but also lim-
iting the influence of US Dollar as the global reserve currency. The sanctions following Russian oper-
ations in Ukraine have forced countries to look for alternative arrangements to continue trade with
Russia and those steps could lessen the role of Dollar in the global economy.

Since the Special Operations in Ukraine began, followed by sanctions, Russia has reached out
to many countries outside the Western alliance for diplomatic, economic and political support. Polit-
ically, Russia wants the focus to remain on building a multi-polar and non-hegemonic world order.
There is more vigour today in multilateral organisations like BRICS and SCO. Diplomatic efforts of
Russia are meant to prevent its global isolation and safeguarding the interests of friendly countries. It
has been a success of Russian diplomacy that its SCO and BRICS partners did not vote against Russia
at the United Nations, where many resolutions were brought to condemn Russia. Economic dimen-
sion includes finding alternatives to Western dominated global financial institutions and the domina-
tion of the Dollar.
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In all these areas, diplomatic, economic and political, India is considered to be an important
partner at a time when the West is doing everything at the global level to weaken Russia. India on its
part has not been swayed by Western propaganda or pressure and has pursued its own national and
strategic interests.

Despite Western push, Indiawas among the 40 countries (5 against, 35 abstentions) that refused
to vote against Russia in the UN General Assembly on 2 March 2022. These countries, including India,
have more than half the population of the world. Again, during the vote on 7 April 2022 to suspend
Russia from the UN Human Rights Council, 24 members voted against the Resolution and 58 mem-
bers including India abstained. Though the Resolution was passed, the Western powers could not per-
suade as many as 82 countries to vote in their favour. The latest instance was on the first anniversary of
the conflict on 24 February 2023, when India did not vote against Russia in the UN General Assem-
bly. This was despite appeals from the West and Ukraine to take a clear stand and ‘do the right thing’.
India was among the countries that abstained. In fact, the action of India has been no different from
other members of BRICS and SCO, who abstained on various resolutions over the last year or more
[BBC News, 2023].

Role of India has been quite helpful to Russia in other platforms as well. This year, 202324,
India is the President of the G-20 and a lot of pressure from the West has been building on New
Delhi to take a stand against Russia. However, it can be said that India has very diplomatically man-
aged to preserve its neutrality.

The G-20 Finance Ministers’ Meeting in New Delhi concluded on 25 February 2023 without
issuing any joint statement due to differences on Ukraine, when the West wanted to use this platform
to condemn Russia. For the same reason no joint statement could be issued at the end of Foreign
Ministers’ meeting on 1 March 2023 in New Delhi. It appears that during India’s tenure as President
of G-20, Western powers would not find it easy to get their way like they did in Bali Summitin 2022,
which ended with condemnation of Russia and demand for its unconditional withdrawal [The W hite
House, 2022].

Even after the Modi-Biden Meet on 22 June 2023 in Washington following great hype and
bonhomie, theJoint Statementwas silent on Russia and nowhere blamed it for the conflict in Ukraine.
The paragraph on Ukraine was general due to which both countries could agree to the formulation —
‘President Biden and Prime Minister Modi expressed their deep concern over the conflict in Ukraine
and mourned its terrible and tragic humanitarian consequences. The leaders underscored the serious
and growing impacts of the war on the global economic system, including on food, fuel and energy
security, and critical supply chains. The called for greater efforts to mitigate the consequences of the
war, especially in the developing world. Both countries further pledged to render continuing human-
itarian assistance to the people of Ukraine. The called for respect for international law, principles of
the UN charter, and territorial integrity and sovereignty. Both countries concurred on the importance
of post-conflict reconstruction of Ukraine’ [Roy, 2023, p. 3-4].

This time it has been different so far under India’s Presidency. India is a leading emerging
power and is close to most members in the G-20. Secondly, India is also presently the Chairperson of
the SCO, where Russia is a leading member. Thus, India has to balance its role in both the G-20 and
SCO. Western powers, realising the limitations of G-7, seek to use the G-20 to promote Western lead-
ership at the global level. On the other hand, SCO and BRICS seek to create a different international
order and build their own narrative.

According to some reports, as many as 13 countries from Asia, Africa and Latin America
have shown interest to join BRICS. Saudi Arabia and Iran are among the countries that have formally
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applied to join. Other countries that have expressed interest in joining include Argentina, the United
Arab Emirates, Algeria, Egypt, Bahrain and Indonesia, along with two nations from East Africa and
one from West Africa [The Times of India, 2023].

Global Economic Order

Apart from the international political issues, the other factor that brought the BRICS coun-
tries together was the economic crisis of 2008, from which they came out quickly without too much
difficulty compared to developed economies. Since then the BRICS countries have tried to insulate the
world from global economic shocks by developing their own institutional mechanisms like the New
Development Bank (NDB) and the Contingency Reserve Arrangement (CRA) in 2014. The economic
and financial arrangements that the BRICS countries are developing will in the long run change not
only the global economic architecture but also the international political order. The Asian Infrastruc-
ture Investment Bank (AlIB) is another institution that stands in contrast to West-led global financial
institutions. As a multilateral development bank A1IB aims to improve economic and social outcomes
in Asia by investing in sustainable infrastructure and other productive sectors.

The imposition of extensive and unilateral Western sanctions on Russia, disregarding the impact
of such actions on the rest of the world, is pushing many countries to look for alternatives. With dis-
ruption of global supply chains, countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America are faced with severe
food and energy shortages, inflation and rising costs of living that are becoming unbearable. On the
other hand, the West’s concerns about its own difficulties and various attempts to mitigate these have
notgone down well with the countries of the global South. That is why most of them have refused to
bow down to Western pressure on sanctions against Russia.

Following Western sanctions, Russia made a quick shift over to trade in Ruble and in other local
currencies with friendly countries. Already countries like Russia and China have started currency swap
and trade in national currencies, while moving away from the Swift messaging network of global pay-
ment system by having their own system — SPFS (Systema Peredachi Finansovykh Soobscheniy) in
Russia, RuPay in India, and CIPS in China. InJuly 2022, the Reserve Bank of India putin place a mech-
anism to facilitate international trade in Rupees (INR), with immediate effect. Arrangement for invoic-
ing, payment, and settlement of exports/imports in INR were putin place. This would facilitate India’s
trade with countries under sanction like Iran and Russia by easing of payment issues with these states.

Russia offered oil at discounted prices to friendly countries and the trade in local currencies.
This has boosted Indo-Russian trade to record levels. Russian oil exports to India, the world’s third-
largest crude importer after China and the US, climbed to a record 1.62 million barrels per day in Feb-
ruary 2023. Russia’s share of India’s oil imports increased significantly from less than 1% of India’s
energy market in 2021 to 35% of India’s total oil imports. By February 2023 Russia had replaced Iraq
and Saudi Arabia from the top of the list. In May 2023, the volume of crude imports from

Russia had increased to 2.16 million barrels per day. India’s oil trade with Russia has meant
a shift to other currencies that could prove lasting. [Russia Today, 5 March 2023; Sharma, 2023, p. 1-2]

BRICS Group is likely discuss in its next Cape Town Summitin August 2023 on the a new cur-
rency that could be backed by gold. According to reports, the member countries are accumulating large
amounts of gold since 2022 and are among the top buyers. Analysts report that many countries are
showing interest in the BRICS currency for future trade [Dsouza, 20 May 2023; Dsouza, 23 May 2023].
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Russia'lndia: Looking Ahead

From Russia’s perspective, India is a very valuable partner that can play a bigger role in the
global stage. Russia supports India’s case on issues like UNSC reform and on Kashmir issue. There are
qualitative changes in the nature of defence relations between the two countries. From being a market
of Soviet arms, today both are jointly producing military hardware and intend to sell it to third coun-
tries. BrahMos Missile System and the licensed production in India of SU-30 Aircraft and T-90 tanks
are examples of such new trajectory of cooperation. Russia agreed to supply latestweapons like S-400
air defence systems and construct frigates. Both sides also agreed to form a joint venture to manufac-
ture Ka-226T helicopters in India.

Programmes such as the joint development or outright purchase of the Fifth Generation
Fighter Aircraft and Multi-role Transport Aircraft, as also the up-gradation of Su-30 MK aircraft, are
the ones that would take the defence relations to a new level.

Itis clear that Russiawants India to be a major power in Asia forwhich defence, economic and
trade co-operations between them are necessary. Russia was instrumental in the formation of BRICS.
One can trace the origin of the idea of a multilateral organisation like BRICS to the vision of one
of the most prominent statesmen of Russia — late Evgeny Primakov, who in 1996 floated the idea
of Russia-India-China ‘strategic triangle’. Primakov’s vision was to achieve a multipolar world order
by building what he called a ‘Strategic Triangle’ between the above three powers. But, it was not until
Putin’s presidency that Russia seriously considered multi-polarworld order as a strategic policy objective.

The process later moved forward with the formation of RIC (Russia, India and China) forum
and IBSA (India, Brazil and South Africa) Dialogue forum. The immediate background was provided
by some of the unilateral actions by the US and its allies against states that have been traditional friends
of Russia, India and China. The military actions against Yugoslavia and Irag were taken outside the
framework of the United Nations. The invasion of Afghanistan was used as a pretext to open US bases
in Central Asia, close to Russian and Chinese borders.

RIC and IBSA were two important mechanisms for the evolution of BRICS, which came into
existence before the 2006 formation of BRICS and its first Summit in the Russian city of Yekaterin-
burg in 2009. India being in both RIC and IBSA was the main common link that helped in the pro-
cess of formation and expansion of BRICS (by inclusion of South Africa). Similarly, trust on Rus-
sia reduced New Delhi’s apprehension about China dominating the Organisation. The same was true
of the SCO also. After years of hesitation, India applied for membership in 2014 and joined as a full
member in 2017. Persuaded by Russia and Kazakhstan, New Delhi joined the SCO and is currently
the Chairperson of the Organisation for 2023—24.

India is also interested for a free trade agreement with the Eurasian Economic Union. New
Delhi initiated a study to work out a Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA), an
omnibus free trade agreement. India and Russia have decided to jointly study the possibility of India
joining the grouping. Before the visit of President Putin to Delhi to attend the 15th annual India-Russia
summit on 10—1 December 2014, a Russia-India working group was established in November 2014.
This was to help the process move forward within the Eurasian Economic Commission, which is the
permanent regulatory agency of the Customs Union and the Eurasian Economic Community [Sri-
vastava, 2014]. The talks began in 2017 but were interrupted during the Covid-19 Pandemic. Hope-
fully, given the sharp rise in the level of trade and economic relations, this process would be expe-
dited, as signalled by the leaders of both countries recently. Visiting Russian deputy Prime Minister
Denis Manturov, who is also the trade minister of Russia, said that the two sides are also working on
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an agreement to protect investments. Speaking at the India-Russia Business Dialogue hosted by the
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) in New Delhi on 17 April 2023,
he said, ‘We pay special attention to the issues of mutual access of production to the markets of our
countries. Together with the Eurasian Economic Commission we are looking forward to intensifying
negotiations on a free trade agreement with India’. At the same forum, India’s External Affairs Min-
ister S.Jaishankar said, ‘discussions for an FTA between India and EAEU were interrupted by the
Covid-19 pandemic’, and the external affairs ministry will encourage resumption of the talks because
the proposed pact will make a real difference to our trade relationship’ [Laskar, 2023].

Russia and India are both interested in supporting each other not just at the bilateral level but
also at the multilateral level. India has good relations with Russia as well as with the US and its allies.
Itis in a vantage position to be a common link if and when needed by both sides. Similarly, Russia is
acommon friend of both India and China. Moscow can be of use to both in case there is a total break
down in their relations, and they need informal channels for communication for some reason.

India and China have many contentious issues like on the issue of Sino-Pak nexus, China’s neg-
ative position on India’s permanent membership in certain multilateral organisations like the UNSC
and NSG, and China’s Projects under the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) in disputed areas of Pakistan
occupied Kashmir, etc. Added to these are clashes among troop on both sides, first in Ladakh inJune
2020 with loss of life on both sides and again on Arunachal Pradesh border in December 2022. The
border remains tense with mobilisation of troops from both sides.

Though not in favour of third party mediation, New Delhi might expect that Moscow play
the role of a catalyst. India, Russia and Chia meet at various forums like BRICS and SCO. This gives
Moscow an opportunity to break the ice, when the relationship between New Delhi and Beijing are
very tense, like it happed in 2020 and 2022. That brings a new dimension to the India-Russia relations.
India understands Russia’s position on strengthening relations with China, as much as Russia tries to
allay India’s concerns about its relations with others that are not at the cost of India. The trust and
friendship between India and Russia are so deeply entrenched that both can discuss and resolve any
issue that is of concern to the other side.

Conclusion

By challenging the military and economic might of the West, Russia has shaken the foundations
of post-Cold War World Order that was characterised by unilateralism, unipolarity and hegemonism.
The desperate effort by the West to defeat Russia in Ukraine at any cost has at its core the urge to
weaken any challenger to the West-led World Order. The churning of the current international poli-
tics may bring about a more equitable and just world order in the future. From this perspective, Rus-
sia’s standing up to the West could be a turning point in world politics. Sadly, the people of Ukraine
are a paying a heavy price for the West’s incessant pursuit of its ambition to contain Russia and ulti-
mately maintain a unipolar World Order under its hegemony.

Russia has put up a strong challenge to this and many countries are likely to take a cue to stand
up to the West’s aggressive behaviour. This is already happening at the diplomatic and economic lev-
els, which could ultimately lead to a multipolar World Order in the real sense.

India, on its part has taken care not to condemn Russia at any international forum. Despite
Western displeasure and pressure, India’s trade with Russia, especially in the energy sector continues on
an enhanced scale. During India’s chairpersonship of SCO, two more countries, Iran and Belarus, are
likely to join as full members. Similarly, many countries are showing interest to join the BRICS group.
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All these developments are coming in the background of the West’s proxywar in Ukraine. This should
be good sign for the future of the international order.

India’s growing trade and economic relations should not be seen as ways just to benefit from
the cheaper resources of Russia or helping a long-standing friend during a difficult period. Beyond
these limited and short-term benefits, there is a long tem vision of a differentworld that can emerge
in cooperation with Russia. From the perspective of India, the present international order should not
be replaced by another bipolar world where US and China become dominant. To avoid this situation,
Russia needs to remain a strong power in global politics, along with other emerging powers. Thus, it is
in India’s interest that Russia is not diplomatically isolated, economically weakened and remains one of
the strong pillars of organisations like the BRICS and SCO. Since the start of Russia’s Special Opera-
tions, India’s actions and policies have been driven by this imperative, while wanting that the conflict
ends with mutually agreed peace.

Unlike the 2022 “G20 Bali Leaders’ Declaration”, the final document of the 2023 BRICS Sum-
mit refrained from deploring Russia’s actions in Ukraine. The ‘Bali Declaration’ had demanded “com-
plete and unconditional withdrawal” of Russia’s armed forces from the territory of Ukraine. The ‘Delhi
Declaration’, however, made no such demand on behalf of the G20.

At the same time, A new stage for BRICS was reached with the inclusion of six new mem-
bers who will join on 1January 2024 (Ilran, UAE, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Ethiopia and Argentina). The
attendance of some 35 African nations at the Johannesburg summit, is a testimony to the attraction
that BRICS holds for the Global South. Though at the moment six have been accepted, it is safe to
assume that more members will join the grouping in future.

However, the bigger story is that despite political and ideological differences, many nations
from the Global South are queuing up to join the Organisation which is just 15 years old.

It appears that Russia and India’s outreach to Global South is gaining traction, which is a pos-
itive indicator for moving towards a democratic and non-hegemonic World Order.
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